Project 3: Definition Essay
A definition essay defines a word, phrase, or concept in depth by providing a personal commentary on what the specific subject means to the writer, with the idea that the reader will benefit from reading the definition by gaining knowledge or insight.

For this assignment, you will select a word, phrase or concept that you feel needs to be defined in depth.  You will find this assignment a lot simpler and more interesting if you select something that is meaningful to you.  I am giving you infinite choice on your selection. 

Your paper will use one to three external sources, which must be cited in the paper using MLA format and be listed on a Works Cited page. The sources can be used to support your definition, provide a counterpoint to your definition, or to clarify your definition in some combination of support and counterpoint.

Your definition is implicitly yours, and you are to write convincingly enough so that another person can see the merit of your opinion. You do not need to have the “right” answer; you are persuading the audience that your definition, while not necessarily right for everyone, is right and justifiable for you and others.  The purpose for this project is to discover your definition of given information and how you choose to interpret it.  This is something we are asked to do in our lives every day.  Make sure you look for the answer to the “so what” question; be sure to justify your explanation.
Here are the details:

A 1000-1200 word essay in MLA format, typed double space, 12 point font, with inserted page numbers and in-text citations.  Your Works Cited page is not included as part of your word count.
Common Mistakes:

Defining too broadly:  A car is a four wheeled, internal combustion vehicle used to carry people.
Defining too narrowly: a tomato is a vegetable used to produce ketchup

Circular thinking: a word processor is a machine used to process words

Not choosing a good topic:  this is probably the biggest student error on this paper.  Make sure you have selected a topic about which you have something to say that will fill the required length.

Strategies:  

Free write on all topics to see which one offers the most ideas and examples for you to use, and/or use the cubing exercise.  

Use examples to make an abstract idea concrete.  

Looking at sample essays.    
Grading Rubric for Composition I and II

NOTE: 
All essays are marked for errors and include comments. This rubric shows the breakdown of your score.


Any essay that does not meet the requirements of the assignment may not be graded and may receive a zero.  Any essay that contains an abundance of major grammatical errors and/or numerous repetitive errors that negatively affect the meaning and readability may lose extra points.  Any essay that contains plagiarism will not be graded and will receive a zero. Plagiarism may result in a grade of F for the course.
	A. CONTENT 

	1. Assignment Requirements; 2. Topic; 3. Thesis; 4. Rhetorical Technique; 5. Critical Thinking; 6. Support

	 

	possible score
	35
	your score
	

	B. STRUCTURE/ORGANIZATION 

	1. Logical Structure; 2. Topic Sentence; 3. Transitions; 4. Paragraph Unity; 5. Introduction; 6. Conclusion

	

	possible score
	15
	your score
	

	C. VOICE/MECHANICS/EDITING

	1. Grammar; 2. Sentence Structure; 3. Academic Voice; 4. Proofreading; 5. Formatting; 6. Title; 7/ Presentation

	

	possible score
	30
	your score
	

	D. DOCUMENTATION/USE OF OUTSIDE SOURCES

	1. Quality of Sources; 2. Use of Sources; 3. Quotation, 4. Paraphrase & Summary; 5. In-Text Citation; 6. Works Cited

	

	possible score
	20
	your score
	

	TOTAL SCORE
	


